OPIN ES, + ML Betz TEI 
Fe. Ewe 5 WAR Ws ” Z 8 BE IE fn - 
PB eg. os * LIRA - 4 5 or 
"Me > re IT" EH XS" $1". XIE 2 
Fa Se Oe Abate EP. i, { 
Pe hl £ ' 


_ . 5. e- 
6 &: Doe i 
” , Es of 
L -Y LF +5 

WEN 


5.  "aworpor _ lll 

RAE PK OO. F ©» 
+ + *-Feachers of the VYVorlds + 
VVhich may be of uſe for the tryal 


\ of-t eir-wayes, 'and ſtanding, that all who are © 
' willing to be undecetived may come to an un- —_ 
© oth derſtanding to:know'what ſort of men in. . ©Y 
- * this Nation they are who ſerves not the i 
+ = *» Lord Jetus. Chriſt bur their own' bellics, 
,.-.- © . .__whoin words-profcefſe Gol and the 
SCRIPTURES; but in 
life 'deny both, 
With.an invitation and warning to.them and all 
pcople-to turn from iniquity, and f(crve the living: God, 
| '. hoſe ſervice is'notknown, burinthe light; neither is ' > 
© any. ſervice or worthipaccepted 'by hinz,bur as itisa> _* 
-{.-.; = &ed in obedience to his meaſure which is light, 
+ +... _ and hathligheed every one thateameth 
q xi Int ina the WORED. . 
Howl:ye ſhepherds, and cry, and wallow:your ſelves in_the aſhes, ye 
+ principelof the. flock; for the dayes of your ſlaughter, and of Jour 
<iſperſies are accompliſhed, and ye ſpall: fall like a pleaſant veſs 
ſel, Jer. 25. 34- x 
Written by a fricnd toall people. and a-lover ofthe light;and 
" the wayes thereof , whoſe ' outward name is. 
STEPHEN CRISP. 


and Mouth neer Alderſgate, 1658. | 
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. in the fear of the Lord will you come to hnom the begines. 


them to conſder of5for the Lord God of heaven and earth 
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Teachers and their Flocks, and is ſerviceable for 


is ariſeng in bis mighty power to. plead the. caſe of the 
poor rerde and'to Nudes the E pear 8028 han 
of the W olves and the L yous who catch for the prey; qud 
fo nrake # ſeparation in the flocks of Fhe Idol 'SBepherds, 
and behald hjs voyee 5s uttered from Zion, and biemord 
goeth forth from his boly habitation; who dwels im the 
light , and ith;it 3s his voyce heard; mbich ſhakes the 
earth, aud makes its inhabitants totremble./! -i1li 
Therefore all: people feare the Lord, and mind that of 
him that reproves ſon eF evill in the ſecret of your hearts 
which is the grace which hath appeared unto all of you ; 
but hath not yet taught all of you to deny ungodlineſſe 
and worldly laſts ; but in the luſts, of ignorance do.rex 
nrairr, looking at a man without you to be your Teacher, 
and ſo knows not the Lord to be your Teacher : 4nd for 
your ſakes who.are ſimple , in whom there is anyi hone 
deſires, is this given forth, that you may ſee your Teach- 
ers tryed by their own rule, and found tos light and too 


arrow © Therefore all be warned for time to come , and 


Ry 


ning of that wiſdome which comprebends all thoſe heaps 
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Teachers of the World. 


HIS word is unta you, oh ye Pricfts, in vain is all 
- . your coverings ; Forthe light of our. God is riſen, 
- andhath diſcovcred you ; and his power hath rene, 
&. and is 'rending your coverings, and his contrg- 
verfic is proclaimed againſt you; and he hath brought forth 
his lictle Army, 'which is ligcle in your cyes, but is a mighty 
hoſt inxhe power of his Spiric, vupon whom he is fulfilling his 
promiſe ; that one ſhall chaſe an bundred, and ten ſhall put a 
thouſand to flight ; And a#our fore-tathers did, ſodo we (in 
this day of our God )) by faith turn to flight the armies of the 
- aliens, and ſtop the mouths of Lyons , and obtain promiſes , &c. 
and you your felycs are witnefles in your praftices ; who arc 
not able to ſtand , but flee when ever thelife of God ariſecrh 
in any to ſpcak to you, though in-nevec ſo contemptible an 
inftramenc in your cycs, and ſo have many hundreds of you 
been put to flight without ſword or ſpear 3 and then you run 
from' your God and from your worſhip tothe houſe of your 
Armory , where you are fitted with the weapons of the 
Bcafts' warfare (as whips, ftocks, priſons , and ſuch like) in 
whoſe Army you are found fizhting againſt the Lamb and 
his Army 3by whom youſhall be overcome, and your carkaf- 
ſes caſt into the open field. And now is your works of dark+ 
nefſe-and great ſwelling words of vanity brought to the light, 
and there tryed and judged , which is our rule to. try and 
judge withal: And-ſecing you ſay the Scripture is your rule 
whereby things ought to be tryed andjudged 3 you and your 
works ſhall be trycd by rhe Scriptures alſo, that ſo you may 
becond:mmed by both, 2&3 | >. 
Vi; es A2- : , Firſt, 
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i (2) | 
Firft, ye ſay ye are Minter of Chriſt, Nay, but ye are 


;where is yourgoing forth ? when ſome of you have 
ſed to.your ſelves places, and ſome have gained by flattery, 


his Minifters whom ye ſerve and obey, and whoſe work ye 
do ; now lin is the work of the Devill, and to' deftroy ie in 


the fi:ſh was Chriſt made manifeſt in fleſh : and you that de- 


ny the deſtrution of fin-in this life, you deny. it in fleſh 1 for 
he that departeth this life, gocth out ofthe fleſh, amdleaverh 
it, and fo you deny the work of Chrift, whoſe Miniſters you 


ſay you arczand he isno ſervant nor Minifter of Chriſt, who 


dcnics vis work. Now read and confider,fin amd the man of it 
is againſt Chriſt ; and che Miniſters of him who is againſt 
Chriſt, always ftrives to _ up, and to uphold that which 
Chriſt and his Miniflers ſtrives to-deftroy and throw down, 
which is fin in theflcſh ; and fo here it is plain that you who 


_ ftrive touphold fin, uphold Anti-chriſt., whoſe Miniſters ye 


are- 
' Again, Chriſt ſaidto his Miniſters, Goe-yee forth, &c. But 
rcha- 


and ſome do hold by force 8& tyranny a certain placc,circuir, 
or quarter from whence ye'ſezk your gain, andthere are not 
afhamed to ſue by title, as ReQor, Incumbent,, cr LeQuree 
of ſuch-a place. Oh horcible !: that ever ſuch ſhould ſay they 


' were Minifters.of Chriſt : Yca, and ſome of you can boait 


and glory-jn your ſhame, ſaying in your Declarations, you 


| have been there in ſuch a place ſome 20. ſome Zo. ſome 40, 
years. Was cver ſuch a thing heard of concerning any of rhe 
Miniſters of Chriſt? werenot they approved in their Miniſtry 


by tryals, by travcllings, by hardſhips and dangers both by 
Sea and Land , in want, in heavinefſ:, &c: But you have 
choſen the pleaſures of fin, and to live at caſc in the fleſh; 
but deſtru&tion.and miſery ſhall overtake you in a day when 
you arc not aware, Who will not be warned. - 

Again, Chrift {aid to his Miniſters, All power 5s given unts 
me,and I am with you: He did not fay,all power is givenunto 


me, and 1 will give itto the Magiſtrates : andif any cometo 


oppoſe you or your Doftrine , go to him, he. ſhall defend 


-you;. but they had the witncſl? in themſelves,and the power 


was with them, and is with them to the end of the world; 
| ; which 
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power of Chriſt , which the Miniſters of Chriſt-have accor- 
ding to promiſe; andthe power of Anti-chrift, the Minifters 
of Anti-chriſt have, which is maniteſt in-perſecucing, in vi- 
olencc, in ramults, and ſuch like ; which power is /your de« 
- fence, who ſay, ye arc Miniſters of: Chriſt, and are not ;:but 
' are Miniſters of Antichrift, and ſo proved lyars and condent- 
ned, and witneſſed againſt, both in the light, and: by the 
Scriptures. | Pa 
aly. You fay you preachthe Gaſpel. 

Nay, that is not the Goſpel of,Chrift you preach , but an- 
other which he that bringeth is. accurſed ; For, the Goſpel! of 
Chriſt is the power of God unto ſalvation to them that believe; 
bus what you preach is not ſo,no not to them that believes it, 
who preach that they.cannot be ſaved :; Sa if they believe 
what. you: declare ,\.they . muſt believe they: cannot be ſaved 
while in this life : And ſo it isnot the power nor -Goſpel of 
.Chrift which you preach z but the power of darkneſs to keep 
all in death out of the faith ,. which gives viftory, and 
through which the creature comes to know the Goſpel, and 
the powcr which ſaycs andredeems up to God. , 


_  Againy the Goſpel is cverlaſting,. and none can preach ic 


but they who have received it 5 but. you whoſe knowledge 
ſtands in carnall Arts and Sciences, and Inventions, which 
came in time, and muſt periſh in time ; your knowledge can= 
not reccive the everlaſting Goſpel when it is preached unto 
you, much leſſe preach ic unto others : and in that knowled 
do you corrupt your felves and others, and are like to peri 
in your corruption together,except ye turn to the light which 
was before corruption, that it may ſhew you corruption, and 
Jead you out of corruption, that ye prriſh not;zfor to fuch as 
arc inthe periſhing way which is corrupt, the Goſpel ever- 
Jaſting is hid, © 64 
Again, that which you preach is_not free nor without 
charge;bur the Goſps] was ſo,and is ſo: & as long as the force 
and violence, and pride, and covetouſncſſe is found amongſt 
you, . which makes that which you preach burthenſome and 


chargeable. to the people, ceaſe calling ic the Goſpel of 
by | Chriſt... 


| bs £ SINN "Ps 
which ſtops the mouths of gainſayers 5 which power is the 


p _— gh os, Þ * Ed 
EL Ci 
© hh oo * 4 &. <ul po 
D IF s 4 


Bee's 


+ 


Tug Wt Ws "a6 457 FR ue 


Chriſt ; for if you d6 eat {> heongtetn all conſcienccs _ 
condemns you, and the praftice. of Chriſfts Apoſtles con» - 


dcinins you ,' and the Scripture declares againſt you, and your 
condemnation is juſt, and ſhall abide forever. 

*- : 3ly. You ſay you preach the Truch: | © 

free ; for many have abode in your dofrine and worſhip a 
Jong time, ſorne 20. ſome 40-and ſome 60. years, and yet 
arcnot ſet free; but you have broughe them to beljeve chat 
they cannot befrecd, and'fo have (cauſed them to erre from 
the righeparh , 'and ſuch may dye in thebkr iniquities; but 
their bldod will berequired atyour hands who have beguiled 
and deccived them. © Wild Oo. | 


But Chriſt Jeſus the light ofthe world, who Migbteth-every - 
- man that cometh into the world, that all men through him might 


beleve. He ſaid, If ye abide 1the truth, the truth ſhall ſet 'you 
free. He is the lighie, che tric light, and -the:crath that ſees 
free ; and you who deny the light that lighterh every men that 


cometh into the world, and yet ſay you preach che cruth, you are - 


Iyars, and thc lake is your portion except you repent. 


* Again, what youpreach you ſell, and {o arc deefared a 


gajnft cxprefly in Scripture; ſeeing you lay you preach the 
eruth - For what (ith Ifbuy the truth,and ſell it not. Read 
your condemnation all you who make bargains for thay 
which you call cruth ; and let the light In your own confci= 
ences judge, whether you doc not deny Scripture, yea or 
nay. KY oO | 
ff You fay , hethat preacheth the Goſpel ought to live 
of the Goſpel. ES | | 

I anſwer, He unto whomthe Goſpel of Cheift is commits 


ted topreach , noncean hinder him of living of it, for it is 


his Tife; and he necdeth not: an. outward law to hold ap his 
livelyhood. Neither did. any that ever preached the Gafpel 
make uſe ofany fuch power 3 bur their power'they had , and 
they have alone from Chriſt Jeſus, both fromrhe inward and 
outward ſuppotft : Havewe not power to eat? haye wenot 

wer todrink, ſaith the Apoftle , who was a Miniſter of 


Chirit ? bur he had not power to make bargains wich any 


people 


: 'Nay'z that is not the Trith you preach; for it ſees none ,* 
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p2ople for a certain eſtabliſhment of a ſum _vf money, and 
. the t9ſeelx for an Augmentarionibefides, as ſome of yqu dog, 
, and _ ro ſuc at Jaw for apgrartchn 1m ; and [o t ab 
. Payds:then to ſpend? it in” ve WINGTS. WPOLr BIS LUrTas 
you do:3 Somrein the halt of deunkannefdoand glutony, and: 
ſome Ix pride- in: fatisfy ing: your:-Jufty -in cloaths. and, im, 
building, and ſome in covctouſneſſe, making aged of ma-.. 
ney : So you have:choſen to your ſclyes gods which ſhall 
A - periſh with you, and they ſhall not fave you ; but your na- 
kednefſe and your ſhame the lighe hath diſcovered, who 
have refuſed to be covered by it : and while ye live in pride. 
and gluttony, incnvy and coyceouſneſs,in ſtrife and conten« 
tion,this is not to live of the Goſpel 3 but this is the frait of 
the corrupt tree which is for the fire. 
ly. You ſay, the Labourer is worthy of his hire. _ 
eay but he muſt have it of him that ſets kim to work, and - 
hath profit by his work. Naw herthat work<cth tor one man, 
and wonld have hire of another, who ſet him not on work, 
- this is unreaſonable; and ſo is it for a man to exa&t wages 
= _ forhiswork, whennonehath profitby his work; as is ſcen 
at this day among you Pricfts, who arc out of the reaſonable» , 
ncfſe and good order which moſt mcn befides your ſelves are + 
inthisreſpeR. oe on 
' Therefore beaſhamed and amend your ways , and /abour 
with your hands the thing that is good, that you may come to eate 
” of the fruit of your labour, and be ſatisfied, and be not always 
likethe greedy dumb dogs that can never have cnough ; For 
| now is the day come which hath declared your work , and 
[F- you are comprehended and fathomed , and meaſured with 
| an <quall line, and your covcrings are too narrow, and the 
|  Ffectof your image is ſmitten, and the ftone is increaſing to 
fill the whole carth ; andrhen (ball not your place be found, 
and the recompence of your labor will be deftru&ion,wo and 
miſery which ye ſhall reccive of the hands of the righteous 
| Go@, the Judge of H-aven and Earth, who willjudge every 
-» - one'of you agcording to your doing, And then ſhall all your 
- © hard fpgecheswhich ye have uttered againft the innocent be 
| nc IntO.your own boſomes, \and ye thall know that ye 
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